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Research by Kark & Glass on Sephardi
Entrepreneurial Families

INTRODUCTION

Our paper presents an example of Jewish Genealogy as a 
legitimate emerging field in Jewish Studies

It strengthens Dr. Neville Lamdan’s presented assessment of 
the status of modern scholarly Jewish genealogy and its 
potential as a sub-branch of Jewish Studies.

It also complements the work and methodologies presented 
here by Prof. Aaron Demsky on the Abbaye’s Family Origins (a 
clarification of rabbinic sources, using genealogical methods to 
synthesize biography, historical geography and the communal 
recollection of genetic disorders), and Prof. H.D. Wagner, 
Zdunska Wola (Poland) (presenting a new tool for merging 
family records from discrete sources and partially overlapping 
databases.



On-going studies and publications by Glass and Kark present a 
unique angle and fit into Jewish Genealogy

While historical-geographical research in Israel focused 
more on spatial processed (Jewish settlement, urbanization, 
etc.) it also dealt with institutions (e.g. Jewish National Fund, 
Jewish Agency for Palestine), collectives, groups and a few key 
individuals as agents of change but did not choose to use the 
family biography genre. 

Our main research objective: In-depth investigation of the 
smaller unit of the extended family, focusing among other topics 
on its interrelationship with and long-term impact on place, 
space, and landscape. 

Results: Inter-disciplinary studies of leading Sephardi families, 
combining genealogy with historical-geographical research. 

Research by Kark & Glass on Sephardi
Entrepreneurial Families

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Articles and books on the subject by the authors of this presentation include:

- Joseph B. Glass and Ruth Kark, “Sarah La Preta: A Slave in Jerusalem,” Jerusalem Quarterly File 34 (2008), 41-50.
 Joseph B. Glass and Ruth Kark, Sephardi Entrepreneurs in Jerusalem: The Valero Family, Jerusalem: Gefen, 2007.
 Ruth Kark and Joseph B. Glass, The Valero Family, Seven Generations in Jerusalem, Jerusalem: Gefen, 2005 (Hebrew).
 Ruth Kark and Joseph B. Glass, “The Valero Family: Sephardi-Arab Relations in Ottoman and Mandatory Jerusalem,” Jerusalem Quarterly File, 21 (2004), 27-40. 
 Joseph B. Glass and Ruth Kark, “Family Biographies within Geographical Research,” Jacob O. Moas, Moshe Inbar, and Deborah .F. Shmueli (eds.) Contemporary Israeli Geography, Haifa: University of Haifa Press, 2004, 411-20.
 Ruth Kark and Joseph B. Glass, "Sephardi and Oriental Jews in Eretz-Israel/Palestine, 1800-1948," Reeva Simon, Michael Laskier, and Sara Reager (eds.) Jews in the Middle East and North Africa, New York: Columbia University Press, 2003, 335-46. 
 Joseph B. Glass and Ruth Kark, Entrepreneurs and Entrepreneurship of Sephardi and Oriental Jews in Jerusalem and Jaffa at the End of the Ottoman Period. Jerusalem: Ben-Zvi Institute, 1996 (Hebrew). 
(Continued next page)



Research by Kark & Glass on Sephardi
Entrepreneurial Families

Studies of Sephardi entrepreneurial families (Amzalak, Valero, 
Navon, Chelouche, Moyal) in late Ottoman and British Mandate 
Palestine can serve as a fruitful mode to merge genealogical 
aspects into historical-geographical research.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(Continued from previous page)

Joseph B. Glass, "Innovation of Past Landscapes: The Role of Local Intermediaries and Immigrants in the Transformation of the Landscape of Eretz Israel, 1800-1948," Yehuda Gradus and Gabriel Lifshitz (eds.) The Mosaic of Israeli Geography, Beer Sheva: Ben-Gurion University of the Negev Press, 1996, 461-6. 
 Ruth Kark and Joseph B. Glass, Sephardi Entrepreneurs in Eretz Israel, the Amzalak Family, 1816‑1918, Jerusalem: Magnes Press, 1993 (Hebrew). 
 Joseph B. Glass, "Joseph Navon Bey's Contribution to the Development of Eretz Israel," Cathedra, 66 (December 1992), 87-110 (Hebrew). 
 Joseph B. Glass and Ruth Kark, Sephardi Entrepreneurs in Eretz Israel, the Amzalak Family, 1816‑1918, Jerusalem: Magnes Press, 1991. 
 Joseph B. Glass, "The Biography in Historical Geographical Research: Joseph Navon Bey, a case study," Ruth Kark (ed.), The Land that Became Israel ‑‑ Studies in Historical Geography, Jerusalem and New Haven: Magnes Press and Yale University Press, 1990, 77‑89.



Cultural Studies & 
Sephardi Elite 

Economic History & 
Entrepreneurial Activity 

Genealogy & Family 
Networks  

Historical Geography & 
Landscape Change 

Conceptual Model for the Study of Sephardi
Entrepreneurial Families and their Contributions to the 

Development of the Landscape of Eretz Israel 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our model places our studies of Sephardi entrepreneurial families of Eretz Israel during the late Ottoman and British Mandate periods within the intersection of an number of disciplinary approaches and interests. The result has been a number of interdisciplinary monographs and articles that highlight the unique and special in the histories of Sephardi and Mizrachi families and their roles in the transformation of the landscape of Eretz Israel, the economy, culture, political and social life. Understanding the family trees and the family relationships has been an important element in understanding some of the aforementioned roles. The approaches and interests are elaborated upon in the following slides. Examples are drawn from some of our previous published research and our on-going research. 



Joseph Navon Bey
(1852-1934)

Father: Eliyahu
Navon (1820-1896)
- rabbi & community 
leader

- administrator of 
philanthropic 
institutions

- connections with 
Ottoman 
government 

Brother-in-law: Israel-Dov Frumkin (1845-1916)
- editor of the ”Havatzelet” newspaper 
- against the halukka system (dependence of the 
Jewish community on donations from abroad)

Uncle: Haim Amzalak
(1828-1916)
- very wealthy family

- merchant with local & 
international relations

- British vice-consul at 
Jaffa

- Jewish community 
leader

Business Partner: 
Johannes Frutiger
(1835-1899)

- Banker with large-
scale capital

- international and 
inter-communal 
connections

Historical Geography & 
Landscape Change 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The slide highlights some of the key relationships in the life of Joseph Navon Bey that facilitated his ability to successfully undertake projects that resulted in significant changes in the landscape of Palestine in the late nineteenth century. These projects include the construction  of commercial neighborhoods in Jerusalem and the development of the first railroad in Palestine as well as plans for the modernization of the port of Jaffa and a large-scale irrigation system in the Jaffa region.

Joseph Navon was born in Jerusalem. Following his studies in Marseilles, he started his business career as a clerk at the Frutiger Bank. He was elevated to partner. Navon married Gisha, daughter of Rabbi Sandak Frumkin and the couple had three daughters. He also served as a representative for his uncle Haim Amzalak’s business interests. Navon was also engaged in various land transactions. In the mid-1880s Navon expanded his business activities into larger scale projects which included the development of commercial neighborhoods and public works projects. Navon was involved in the leadership of the local Jewish community and was engaged in numerous philanthropic projects. He was a founding member in 1883 of the Ezrat Nidahim Society which assisted Yemenite immigrants to Jerusalem. He provided assistance to settlers of the first moshavot. In 1894 Joseph Navon went bankrupt and left Palestine. He lived mostly in Paris and passed away in 1934.



Commercial 
Neighbourhoods in the 
1880s

Historical Geography & 
Landscape Change 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
New Jewish neighbourhoods were constructed outside the walled city of Jerusalem after 1860. The initiate for the development of new neighbourhoods came from philanthropic sources and building societies. The philanthropic neighbourhoods mainly benefited the poor of the city (e.g. Mishkenot Shaananim 1860). Building societies (such as Meah Sha’arim founded in 1875) pooled the resources of their membership who made regular payments towards the purchase of a home. Once sufficient capital had been amassed the society would purchase a tract of land and houses were built in a number of phases. Members would participate in a lottery and the winners would occupy the houses of a specific phase. Some members had to wait a number of years until their homes were ready.
Joseph Navon in partnership with Johannes Frutiger purchased tracts of land along Jaffa Road and in the area of Abu Tor (south of the Old City). They constructed neighbourhoods on the tracts and advertised in the Hebrew newspaper Habazeleth that houses were ready for immediate occupancy. They could be purchased with a down payment and regular payments over seven years.
Manahe Yehuda, named for Navon’s recently deceased brother Yehuda, featured two-room houses. Located on the main thoroughfare of Jaffa Road and near other Jewish neighbourhoods, this project attracted middle-class Jews from different ethnic communities. Beit Yosef, named for Navon himself, was directed at a poorer population and had one room houses located in an area of limited development. 
Other entrepreneurs subsequently copied Navon and Frutiger’s initiate and developed more commercial neighbourhoods in Jerusalem in the late Ottoman period.       



Development of Jaffa-Jerusalem 
Railroad

Historical Geography & 
Landscape Change 
- Family network important for 
understanding process of receiving 
railroad concession

- 1885 beginning of planning with 
financial support from Frutiger

- Hope for support of Ottoman 
Minister Kamal Pasha through Musa 
Pasha Al-Hussaini

- Support of British & other consuls 
through Haim Amzalak and family 
connections to Jewish leadership in 
Constantinople

- Concession granted 28 October 
1888 for 71 years, Jaffa-Jerusalem & 
to Nablus & Gaza

- Opening 26 September 1892 - 87 
km, 7 stations, significantly reducing 
travel time & facilitated movement of 
goods

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The man principally responsible for actually construction the railroad was Joseph Navon. He began to investigate the possibility of constructing a railway in 1885. As an Ottoman subject, he had an advantage over earlier proposers of a railway. Navon worked together with his cousin Joseph Amzalak, engineer George Frangiya, and Johannes Frutiger. Navon spent three years in Constantinople drawing upon his various connections to promote the project. On October 28, 1888, he received a 71-year concession from the Ottoman authorities for a line between Jaffa and Jerusalem with the possibility of extensions to Gaza and Nablus. Lacking the capital to proceed, Navon went to Europe  to find investors. Bernard Camille Collas bought the concession for a million francs. Société du Chemin de Fer Ottoman de Jaffa à Jérusalem et Prolongements was founded in Paris in 1889. Navon sat on the board of director. Construction was carried out by the Parisian Société des Travaux Publiques et Constructions.
The line officially opened on September 26, 1892. Sultan Abdul Hamid II granted him the title “bey” and he received the French Legion of Honour.



Haim Aharon Valero
1847-1923

Jacob Valero migrated to Jerusalem from 
Turkey

Moneychanger in the market & elevated to 
conduit from transfer of funds from Europe 
(PAKUAM, Rothschilds, Franz Josef I)

Haim Aharon took over direction of the bank 
following deaths of father & brother

Attempted to include his sons in the bank 
with the hope of being like the Rothschilds

Investment in land - Jerusalem, Jaffa, 
Hebron, Wadi Hawareth, & other areas.

Limited development - neighborhoods or 
commercial properties not initiated 

Economic History & 
Entrepreneurial Activity 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
According to family tradition and historical sources, the forefathers of the Valero family in Palestine were Marranos (forced converts) who took the name “Valero” when converting to Christianity. Some of them were expelled from Spain or left for Holland, where they returned to the fold of Judaism, and later moved to Turkey. Some members of the family settled in Palestine, coming from Turkey over 300 years ago. The father of Ya’akov Valero (1813-1874), another forerunner of the family in Jerusalem - according to one family tradition – came to Jerusalem from Thessalonica in the early 1800s, and established a bakery in the city. According to a number of unsubstantiated lexicon sources (e.g. Moshe David Gaon, The Mizrachi Jews of Eretz Israel, Jerusalem, 1938), it was Ya’akov himself who came from Istanbul around 1835. In 1848 Ya’akov, a ritual slaughterer at the beginning of his career, established Jacob Valéro & Co., the first private bank in Palestine. From then onwards, the economic history of the Valeros in Palestine concentrated mainly in banking and real estate. 



Valero Properties in Jerusalem 
and Areas of Development

Economic History & 
Entrepreneurial Activity 

Jaffa & King 
George V 

Damascus 
Gate

Mahane
Yehuda

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The wealth accumulated through their banking activities in the second half of the nineteenth century was invested in land acquired over the years. Certain purchases were strategically selected as investments in areas where the land prices would rise significantly due to future development. The numerous tracts purchased along Jaffa Road exemplify the foresight of Ya‘akov and Haim Aharon. This was the main road leading to the city for its Mediterranean port and a major axis for Jewish settlement. Other tracts were not selected for their location; rather they were received in the foreclosure of a loan. Third-generation Valeros, who inherited the properties, initiated their development. They selected tracts in strategic locations such as King George V Avenue, Jaffa Road, and the Mahane Yehuda market.



Development of King George V Street & Jaffa 
Road intersection during the British rule

1936
- One & two-storey buildings

- Stores & 2nd floor apartments 

- Key-money rental 

1923-24
- Paving of King George V & beginning 
of development of new Central 
Business District

- Additional properties on Rabbi Akiva, 
King George, & Bezalel Streets

Yaakov 
Valero 
house

Gabriel 
Valero 
house & 
clinic

H.A. 
Valero 
house

Economic History & 
Entrepreneurial Activity 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Valeros owned a number of tracts of land around today’s intersection of King George V Avenue and Jaffa Road and along King George V Avenue itself. This area was only partially developed prior to the opening of the avenue in 1925. In 1908 Haim Aharon sold off a 4,500 square amot (2,583 m2) plot for the construction of the Bikur Holim Hospital.
The inauguration of King George V Avenue offered the Valeros business opportunities through the sale of their property or its development. Family members developed the properties and built stores and other premises for rent. The north-west corner of the intersection with Jaffa Road has been the location of the Ma‘ayan Shtub clothing store since the 1930s. The property has not undergone any change partially due to its “key-money” lease and the price of redeeming the property from the lessee. The south-east corner,  is also owned by the Valeros. Haim Aharon’s residence and the family synagogue is located to the east of this property. This property has changed renters over the years. The south-west corner, too, was developed as commercial premises. Adjacent to it was the apartment and clinic of Dr. Gavriel Valero.
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Economic History & 
Entrepreneurial Activity 

Preliminary Mapping of the Chelouche
Family’s Economic Networks

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The flow chart is a preliminary mapping of the Chelouche families economic connections during the late Ottoman and British Mandate periods. Although not all-inclusive, the flow chart highlights connections both locally with Jewish, Christian, and Muslim businessmen as well as government officials, foreign consuls, politicians, and community leaders. Furthermore, the Chelouche family developed significant links with businessmen in Egypt, Lebanon, Bulgaria, Romania, and other European countries. 
This mapping of networks will be further developed and fine tuned following the completion of our research project dealing with two leading Mizrachi entrepreneurial families in Jaffa – the Chelouches and the Moyals.  



Avraham Haim Chelouche (1867-1925)
-Traded in agricultural produce (watermelons) with Negev Bedouins 
- Partner with brother Yosef Eliyahu in real estate purchases and “Frères 
Chelouche”

Yosef Eliyahu Chelouche (1870-1934) 
-Building supplies “Frères Chelouche” and contractor in Jaffa & Tel Aviv 
(Gymansia Herzlia, Alliance Israélite Universelle, Finegold house)
- commercial connections with local Muslim and Christian entrepreneurs in 
agricultural produce and industrial products (glue, tiles and silicate bricks)
- economic connections with Egypt and Beirut 
- business partnerships with other Sephardi entrepreneurs  (Valero, Moyal, 
Amzalak) in real estate, land purchases, and infrastructure development
- connections with Zionist institutions  in land transactions and building 
(Arthur Ruppin, Yaakov Thon, Menachem Sheinkin)
- purchase land in Jaffa, Tel Aviv, Jezreel Valley, Safed
- founded Commerce and Industry Bank and Kupat Am Bank

Economic History & 
Entrepreneurial Activity 

Yaakov Chelouche (1880-1944)
-Clerk and later manager with Anglo-Palestine Company
- extended credit to Jewish farmers during World War I

Chelouche Family – Third Generation Economic 
Activities (Late Ottoman & British Mandate periods)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Avraham Chelouche (1812-1848) was born in Oran, Algeria and brought his family to Eretz Israel in 1839. Tragedy beset the family when they landed at Haifa, two children drowned. After living in a number of towns, the family settled permanently in the port town of Jaffa. His son, Aaron (1830-1929) headed the family and was one of the prominent figures of the local Mugrabi Jewish community in Jaffa. He was a goldsmith, money changer and land dealer.  He purchased land in the vicinity of Jaffa, some tracts  were bought together with members of the Amzalak and Chelouche families. 
His sons were educated in a Talmud Torah in Jaffa. They entered into various business activities (some of which are detailed in the slide). 
One son, Joseph Eliyahu continued his studies at the Tifereth Israel school in Beirut. He married Farha Simha, the daughter of Avraham Moyal, at the age of 17. He turned to currency exchange and trade. During the early 1890’s he and his elder brother, Avraham Haim opened a store for building materials in Jaffa under the name of Chelouche Frères. The same name was later used  for a factory for cement-based prefabricated building products. Joseph Eliyahu stands out as an entrepreneur looking for innovations and taking risks in order to hopefully turn a profit.




SALAMANCA
ISTANBUL

Spain C15-16

Italy C16-17

Turkey C18-20

Palestine C19-20

Other possibilities

CANARY 
ISLANDS

JERUSALEM

PADUA

LISBON THESSALONICA

VENICE

TOLEDO

SARAGOSSA

Movement of Valero Family 
from Spain to Jerusalem

BELGIUM

HOLLAND

NEW MEXICO

EDIRNE

The Valero family today resides in Israel (Jerusalem, Tel Aviv area & other 
locations) & abroad (United States, Great Britain, France, Argentina).

Genealogy & Family 
Networks  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Neither research literature nor family tradition provide more than a very limited number of sources on the early origin of the Jewish Valero family. The name Valero is connected to Spain, the history of Spanish Jewry, and their forced conversion or expulsion from that country in 1492. Valero was used as a Christian or a New Christian family name. 
Valero reappears outside Spain as a Jewish family name. Two Valeros were identified in Italy.  Shmuel Valero, son of Judah, was a physician and an ordained practicing rabbi in the mid-sixteenth century. The second was David Valereo mentioned in the Padua communal register in 1635 as a diamond polisher.
The names Avraham, Yizhak, and Nissim Ya‘akov Valero are mentioned in the Istanbul Jewish religious court record decisions in matters of ritual and ethics for the years 1710–1903. 
In our search for the roots of the Valero family outside of Palestine, we located a number of references to Jews bearing that family name, but have not found any concrete link between the family in Palestine and the Valeros abroad.
Can we deduce from the information collected that there was continuity with or connection to the Valero family in nineteenth-century Palestine? We have no direct evidence to that effect, but both family traditions and the language spoken for many generations — Ladino — point to an early connection to Spain.



Yaakov (1813-1874)
= Esther Aziza (? - 1880)

Joseph Moshe
(1836-1879) 
= Mina

Haim Aaron (1847-1923)  
= Simha Papu (1850-1908)
= Miriam (niece)

Joseph 
Moshe
(1884-1945)
= Leah 
Batia 
Sheikovich

Luna
= Yaakov 
Saporta

Jacob 
(1876-
1928) 
= Menuha 
Goldberg

Gabriel 
(1886-1951) 
= Irma
= Victoria 
Vida    
Hahamshvili

Miriam
(1871-
1937 )

Nissim 
(1888-
1949)
= Esther 
Kokia

Haim 
Maurice

David
(1888-
1889)

Clara (1907-
1949)
=David Sasson

Malka

Malka
(1882-
1901)

Roli

YechielRachel

Simha

Haim 
Aaron

Shlomo

Raya

Simcha

Joseph

Haim 
AaronAaron

Moshe

Zion

Esther
(1869-?)
= ? 
Bornstein

Abraham
(1906-1906)

Miriam

Valero Family and patterns of 
intermarriage 

Son

Ethnicity 
of spouses
Sephardi

Ashkenazi

Christian

Genealogy & Family 
Networks  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The slide shows the first four generations of the Valero family in Palestine and highlights the marriage patterns within the Sephardi community and outside it. 
The Valero family followed the traditional path of arranged marriages within the same community. In the case of Haim Aharon Valero, he married Simha, the daughter of a banker from Ruschok, Bulgaria, who had settled in Jerusalem. Some members of the Valero family later related to it as a “utilitarian marriage” initiated by his father Ya‘akov. 
Haim Aharon attempted to continue the tradition of arranged marriages, but his children objected. He tried to arrange a marriage for his eldest son Ya‘akov with the daughter of a Russian Jew from Moscow who had contacts within the inner circle at the Czar’s court. Ya‘akov refused to marry the proposed bride. Ya‘akov fell in love with the beautiful Xsania Stephanof, a Russian Christian woman living in Jerusalem, and promised to marry her despite his father’s opposition. In the end Ya‘akov married an Ashkenazi Jewess, the very beautiful Menuha Goldberg from Petah Tikvah.
The third-generation Valero women, the daughters of Haim Aharon — Esther, Malka, and much later Clara — acquiesced in the family tradition of fixed marriages at a relatively young age. The men of the third generation did not consent to a preset shidukh (marriage match), preferring to choose their brides independently.



Eliezer Ben 
Yehuda b. 1858

Itamar Ben-
Avi b. 1882

Nissim Valero 
b. 1888

Moshe Valero 
b. 1884

Haim Aharon 
Valero b. 1847

Romance in 
Jerusalem

Dr. Abraham 
Abu Shdid

Leah Abu Shdid

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A famous courtship in Jerusalem was related to Leah Abushedid, the beautiful daughter of the wealthy Sephardi Abushedid family. Already in high school she had many eligible and enthusiastic suitors. Among them were two Valero brothers, Moshe and Nissim, and the Ashkenazi son of Eliezer Ben-Yehuda, Ben-Zion (later Itamar Ben-Avi). But Leah’s mother, Rayna, would not hear of a match with Ben-Zion. Ben-Yehuda was poor – and an Ashkenazi, to add insult to injury. Both Nissim Valero and Ben-Zion considered committing suicide if she would not agree to marry them. Nissim told his son Aaron that he “walked for many days with poison in his pocket.” Leah’s mother preferred Moshe Valero over Ben-Zion. On the day of Leah’s and Ben-Zion’s engagement her mother told Leah that she could still call off her engagement since just that morning Moshe Valero had called on the mother to inform her that he was willing to postpone his travels to Paris. Writing in his father’s newspaper, Hatzvi, Ben-Zion published poems declaring his love for Leah. He finally married Leah after overcoming the opposition of her family.




Search for Valero on Ellis 
Island passenger lists 
(www.ellisisland.org )
Result = 117 records of which 
6 appear to refer to Jews. All 
of 6 relate to a Moise Valero 
of Rio de Janeiro.

First Name: Moise
Last Name: Valero
Ethnicity: Turkey, Hebrew
Last Place of Residence: Rio de 
Janerio, Brazil, So. Am.
Date of Arrival: Apr 07, 1916
Age at Arrival: 44y
Gender: M
Marital Status: M
Ship of Travel: Vauban
Port of Departure: Barbados, 
British West Indies
Manifest Line Number: 0001

Tools for Genealogical Research

- Accessibility to genealogical resources has widen 
our horizons with regard to the Valero family 
following the publication of the books  
- Availability of archival catalogues (and 
sometimes documents) on-line
- Availability of digitalized and searchable our of 
copyright books and newspapers

Genealogy & Family 
Networks  

Search results for 
Valero = 2

CODE SUBCODE DESCRIPTION FIRST 
DATE

LAST 
DATE

PHIN30
01 

VALERO 
MOISE J. - - - - - -

PP107 05 VALERO J. 
MOISE - - - - - -

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The greater accessibility of  research material on the world wide web has facilitated the broadening of the search for material. The slide illustrated two resources that have become available since the publishing of our research about the Valero family.  
From a search of the Ellis Island Passenger lists, we were able to identify a Moise Valero from Rio de Janeiro. We have yet to determine the relationship, if any with the Valeros of Jerusalem. 
In our book, Sephardi Entrepreneurs in Jerusalem: The Valero Family, 1800-1948,  we mentioned that Moshe Valero “… in 1906–1907 he worked in the Jerusalem branch of Imperial Ottoman Bank” ( p. 51). Only recently came across the Ottoman Bank Archives and Research Centre and became aware of probably personnel files for Moshe Valero who went on to study law and during the British Mandate was a court judge. 



Chelouche Family – Third Generation
Social & Local Political connections

Yosef Eliyahu Chelouche (1870-1934)
-Married Farha Simha Moyal, daughter of Abraham
- friendly relations with Ottoman rulers and facilitated the resolution 
of problems between the Jewish community and the government 
- member of Jaffa community committee, Jaffa municipal council
- member of Agudat Ha-Magen, Bnai Brith, and Ahuzat Bayit
- connections with Valero, Navon, Amzalak, and Moyal families

Yaakov Chelouche (1880-1944)
- Founder of Ahuzat Bayit
-Mediator and assisted in settling disputes between Jewish settlers 
and their Arab neighbours
- Freemason

Genealogy & Family 
Networks  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The slide provides a short summary of the relationships of some Chelouche family members and different sectors of local society. The Chelouche family had a leadership role within the Jewish community of Jaffa and were engaged in numerous philanthropic activities. Their acts of charity went beyond their community. The Chelouches developed both social and business connections with members of the local Arab communities, government officials, and foreign nationals.   



Family Life of Jerusalem’s Sephardi Elite
Following the life cycle

- Courting, engagement & marriage

- Childbirth, childrearing

- Childhood & education

- Old Age

Aspects of lifestyle

- Domestic servants

- Fashion & furniture

- Leisure & cultural activities

- Travel – leisure, medical, & business

- Living spaces

Cultural Studies & 
Sephardi Elite 

Brit Milah dress used by the 
Valero family for generations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Beyond the genealogical interests in our research, our study of the Valero family delves into the day-to-day lives of the family, with the life cycle serving as our basic framework. We start with marriage, and then follow the entire cycle from the cradle to the grave. In between, we will also discuss household activities, leisure, and material culture as well. By means of this discussion we hope to recreate aspects of the lifestyle of a specific socio-economic class in Jerusalem while at the same time emphasizing what was unique in that of the Valero family.
In the following three slides, two areas are highlighted – education and travel. They were selected because of the possibility for their spatial expression. 



University of Lausanne 

American University of BeirutTerra Sancta College, Jerusalem 

Education 

Secondary education in Jerusalem –
Alliance Israélite Universelle, Hebrew 
Gymnasium, Jerusalem’s Girl College, 
Terra Sancta College 

Higher education outside Palestine –
University of Lausanne, American 
University of Beirut, Seminaire Israélite
(Paris), Cambridge University, University of 
Birmingham, Oxford University

Cultural Studies & 
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Education

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The majority of the men of the third-generation Valeros continued their studies abroad after having completed their education in Jerusalem. In 1896 Ya‘akov and Moshe were taken by their father to Paris where they were enrolled at the Seminaire Israelite. But Haim Aharon recanted and took his two sons back with him to Jerusalem, not being able to bear the fact that they would be so far away. Moshe returned to Paris three years later to enter the Seminaire Israelite. After a year at the seminar, Moshe decided to go to a private secular school where he studied business for two years, and then went to work. In 1909 he chose to study law at Lausanne, Switzerland, where his brother Gavriel was studying medicine. Nissim also studied economics there.
Education of the fourth generation of Valeros was conducted under circumstances different from those of their parents due to the change in the political regime, for the fourth generation grew up under British rule. This was a period characterized by the development of a unified Hebrew system of education and of the provision of elementary education, through the medium of Hebrew, to all Jewish children in the country. This generation of Valeros received its secondary education at the Hebrew Gymnasia, the Jerusalem Girls College (a Protestant institution), and Terra Sancta College (a Catholic institution). Members of the fourth generation followed in the footsteps of their predecessors and continued their education abroad. Haim Aharon and Shlomo, the sons of Judge Valero, studied at Cambridge University in the mid-1930s. The children of Nissim and Esther also studied abroad — Simha at St. Hilbars College in Oxford University, Aaron at Birmingham University, and Joseph (Jolly) at the American University in Beirut. Mico, Gavriel’s son, studied economics at the American University in Beirut, Yehiel studied in Geneva, and Rolli studied at an art school in London.

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/19/University_of_Lausanne.jpg�


Picnic outside of Jerusalem 
in the village of Kubeibah

Moshe & Batia Valero in front 
of the pyramids, circa. 1911

Leisure Travel
Cultural Studies & 
Sephardi Elite 

Raya Valero, an early women 
driver in Palestine, 1938 

Travel for leisure, 
medical, & business

Presenter
Presentation Notes
During the nineteenth century travel, the Valero family traveled throughout Palestine primarily for business purposes. Their main route ran between Jerusalem and Jaffa. There was a branch of the family bank in Jaffa, a city offering numerous opportunities. Travel in the country also included visits to holy sites. During the first half of the twentieth century, third-generation Valeros visited different places in Palestine for both business and pleasure.
With each generation, the Valeros increased the frequency of their foreign travel to a growing number of destinations. Though we have but limited information, certain patterns can nonetheless be discerned. Haim Aharon Valero traveled to Europe at least three times during his lifetime. In 1890 he went to Europe leaving Jaffa for Beirut, then on to Constantinople via Cyprus and Smyrna (Izmir). After spending ten days in the capital he continued overland by train to Vienna, remaining there for twenty-two days. He then proceeded to London where he stayed for a week. Paris and then Marseilles were his next destinations, in which he spent twenty and ten days respectively. While in France he met with the Parisian Rothschilds. He then sailed to Alexandria and from there returned to Jaffa. Altogether he had spent three months abroad. 
Egypt was an important destination for the Valero family. In 1901 Haim Aharon sent his daughter Malka, who was ill, to Helwan in Egypt for four months in the hope that the mineral waters of the spa and the warm and dry conditions there would do her good. Ya‘akov and Menuha and Nissim and Esther Valero went to Egypt in 1906 and in 1911, respectively, for their honeymoons. 
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Travel Abroad by Members of 
the Valero Family 1890s-1948
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Presentation Notes
These numerous examples of the Valero family’s travels abroad certainly do not cover all of their travels. The descriptions do reflect the family’s spatial mobility and high economic status. Travel abroad had its impact on their education and tastes for material and cultural goods.



Surname
Given 
name

City /
Country

Document
Date

Volume /
Box No.

Document
No.

Moayal Alexandria
11/28/15, 
12/17/15

Vol. 015
Between 211A 
& 218

Moyal David Jaffa 9/27/15 Vol. 015
Between 211A 
& 218

Moyal David Jaffa 3/23/16 Vol. 015 Aft 401A

Moyal David Alexandria 7/2 1915 Vol. 016

Moyal Mrs D Alexandria 7/2 1915 Vol. 016

Moyal
Mrs. 
David

Alexandria 3/23/16 Vol. 015 Aft 401A

www.jewishgen.org
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U.S. Department of State, Jerusalem, Jaffa, and Haifa Consular Post Records 
(UD #448 Jaffa), Compiled by the Jewish Genealogy Society of Greater 
Washington

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are currently investigating  the Moyal and Chelouche families. In the past we started with personal archives, family collections, institutional archives, contemporary newspapers (although indexing was limited) and interviews with family members.
Today, one of our take off points has been the genealogical resources such as those available through JewishGen. The results have taken us to resources that we would not have considered consulting. Our sincerest thanks to the members of genealogical societies around the world for their painstaking labours which have greatly facilitated our research. 

The Moyal family draws its roots to Spain before the expulsion in 1492. Aharon Moyal of Rabat, Morocco left his town of birth for Palestine in 1860. He, his wife and four children settled in Haifa at first but by 1863 they resided in Jaffa.  Aharon and later generations of the Moyal family where involved in the leadership of the Jewish community  and philanthropic activities. Members of the Moyal family were engaged in the purchase of real estate and its development in the Jaffa area.  His eldest son  Joseph who engaged in international trade reached a position of prominence in Jaffa serving as the consul for Spain and later Persia. He had seven children among them David  who is discussed below.

With no apparent connection to the United States, we have found references (yet to be checked) to Mr. and Mrs. David Moyal in the American consular records. There is a possible correlation between this government documentation and the family history found in the biography of their son, Joe Moyal. The relevant passage is detailed in the next side.



“Formative personal influences, however, had also 
already shaped his mind and conditioned a certain 
solitariness in his character. His parents — the 
flamboyant, tempestuous father [David], given to chasing 
an unruly Arab servant noisily around the house with a 
whip, and the ‘tactful’, innately conservative French 
mother — had proved an ill-assorted couple and, during 
1915, Claire Moyal had abandoned her unhappy marriage 
and her small son to move to Egypt with the Greek Dr. 
Apostoli whom she would later marry. Left to be reared 
largely by Arab servants, Joe would carry the marks of a 
rejected child throughout his life.”

Source: Moyal, Ann. Maverick Mathematician: The Life 
and Science of J.E. Moyal. Canberra, A.T.C.: ANU E 
Press, 2006.

Cultural Studies & 
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Presentation Notes
It is not clear whether Claire Moyal, a French national, was exiled from Palestine or that she fled her unhappy marriage. In late 1914 and into 1915, nationals of countries at war with Turkey (England, France, and Russia) were given the choice of becoming Ottoman citizens or deportation. We hope that following our review of the aforementioned correspondence in the United States National Archive, we will better understand this incident in the Moyal family history.  



Concluding Remarks

Limited number of studies have fully utilized genealogical methodologies 
and studies and life histories of families to comprehend the true 
complexity of factors that contributed to decision-making processes in 
landscape chance. 

Genealogical research delves further into grasping the complexity of 
processes by mapping intra-familial and extra-familial relationships. 
This direction of research can focus on social class, culture, gender, age, 
religion, and ethnic groupings. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I don’t know if we need any text for the last two slides



Concluding Remarks

Facilitates understanding of the continuity in the “building” of small family 
“empires” and their status in many spheres of the public and private life 
over time. 

The study of entrepreneurial families in the Middle East in the modern era 
is a fruitful direction for the incorporation of genealogical research into 
historical-geographical research. 

We are applying this to our on-going study of the two entrepreneurial 
families in Jaffa – Chelouche and Moyal - thus continuing to underscore 
the role of prominent Sephardi and Mizrachi families.  
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