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6 September, 2006

Dr. Sallyann Sack, PhD.,

Chair,

International Institute for Jewish Genealogy and Paul Jacobi Center,
Jerusalem.

Dear Dr. Sack,

I am delighted to greet you on the opening of the International Institute
for Jewish Genealogy and the participants in the International Symposium
being held under its auspices at the National Library, in the capital of Israel.

The Jewish People has preserved its heritage and faith, despite
dispersion into thousands of communities throughout the world, despite the
loss of its independence and the destruction of both the First and Second
Temples, despite the excruciating trials and tribulations it has suffered —
exiles and deportations — and despite being severed from its homeland for
thousands of years.

Research into the roots of the Jewish People emphasizes our continuity
as a people. It is a proof of the eternal nature of the Jewish People, of our
Jewish identity and our unique national and religious qualities.

I extend my best wishes to you for productive deliberations and for
success in the important mission which you have taken upon yourselves.

Greetings,

Moshe Katzav.
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