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The goal of the project is to create the database of Latvian Jewish population
resided in Riga before WWII upon the examination of House Registers stored at Latvian
State Historical Archives and to combine families’ data and establish according
relationships thereafter. At the beginning of the research, the use of the early House
Registers of 1920—1930-ies was considered as a priority: this was the time period when
individuals from across the country had re-evacuated to Latvia after WWI; in most cases,
returnees arrived to Riga first and after a short indeed registered stay moved to the other
regions of Latvia. Accordingly, the Registers contain the data on natives of Latvia, not
only Riga. Furthermore, this was the time period when a significant number of Latvian
inhabitants permanently left the country and emigrates’ data is hardly found at other
preserved documents.

House Registers as a form of population registration represent the unique
historical source. However, like any data source, the critical approach is required. The
records of family names, maiden names, father’'s names, dates and places of birth,
occupation and marital status are often inaccurate. It mainly concerns the data of house
registers of early 1920-ies since the information for the records was provided verbally.
E.g., the transliteration of last names into Latvian language for booking at a house
register in some cases led to their misspelling; the use of both Julian and Gregorian
calendars for birth dates might impact the data accordingly. The completeness of
records in the house registers may vary, too.

By the first reporting period, 7000 individual names were added into the database
(ref. the attachment). The work has been continued in accordance to the schedule and
currently there are 12000 names stored in the database already and it is planned to
reach the total of 14000 individual records by the period of annual reporting.

In Riga, house registers were reestablished on July 15th, 1920. Upon the
decision of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of April 13th, 1923 and in accordance to the
existing rules of citizens’ accommodation and departure registration, the owners of the
houses were obliged to keep a proper house register book compliant to the defined
format and should have registered all house residents within 24 hours of appropriate
accommodation or departure. These records then had to be applied immediately to the
corresponding police department. At resident departure, the special remark should be
made in the house register specifying the date and place of departure. Based upon the
data of house register, the corresponding remark in citizen’s passport was included.
(Board Bulletin (Valdibas Véstnesis), 1923 Ne 76 (1923.11.04. Ne 907).

The presented database allows to establish kinships within the limits of the present
documents’ array and to follow up the accommodation and relocation of people to the
period of occupation of Latvia in WW?2 (1941).



Data sorting by family names allows identifying individuals with identical and similar last
names. This, however, is not the main determinant for kinships, indeed provides a
ground for further research and work completion.

Family Maiden Given Date of  Place of
name name name birth birth
LIMONIE Ane 1926
LIMONIEK Bella 1913

Dubno,
LIMONIE Moisey 1886 Poland

1888 22

IIMONIE MAREUSE Nataha 07 Mitan
LIMONIK Perla 1923
LIMONIK Serafima 1920

Citizenship or

place of origin ~ Address Occupation Gender Family status
Marijas 22/Avotu 1-

Pusmian cifizen 11 M Chald
Marijas 22/Avotu 1-

Fussian citizen 11 F Child
Marijas 22/Avotu 1-

Fussian cifizen 11 Trader M Married
Marijas 22/Avota 1-

Pussian cifizen 11 Housewnfe F Married

PRussian citizen Marjas 22/Avotul F Child
Marijas
2 Avotm 1-

Russian citizen 11 E Child

In the above case, there is Limonik family of Moisey (Mozes) as the family head and his
wife Natalia Limonnik, maiden name Markuse. The reference to the maiden name allows
continuing the search by last name Markuse.

Family
name

Maiden name

Given
name

MARKUSE JOSSELOWITSCH Hanna

MAREUSE

Meyer

Father's Date of
name birth
1892 15
Sorach 06
1898 15
Jankel o7

Citizenship
Place of or place of  Place of
birth origin reridence
Daugavpil:  Jelgava Riza
Jelgava Jelgava Riza

Family
Address Ocupation Gender siatus
Dagdas
410 Housewife F Married
Diagdas
410 Uppermaker M Single

Data sorting by addresses allows spotting the range of citizens simultaneously
accommodated at the same address. As a generic rule, relatives of the same family
shared the same apartment. This particular case is considered in the table below.

This gives a new possibility to search and establish
representatives of 5 more families:

LEWIN
MASO
NIEDEL
NEUMARK
JACOBSOHN

Maiden
name

LEWIN

Family name

JTACOBSOEN

LEWIN
MASD
MASD
MASD
LEWIN
LEWIN
LEWIN
MNIEDEL
NIEDEL

NIEDEL

Civen Futher's
name name
Fosa

Puwin

Som Isak
Moz Tsak
Mema Schaja
Blume

Glozer

Salaman

Rochel Bawin
Roza Mowscha
Mowscha  Awsey

Date of birth
1903 02 01

1865
1911
1907
1906
18970705
1901 17 06
1008 19 05
1005 05 01
1926 02 07

100213 08

Citirenship or place of

relationship within the

Place of birth  origin residence  Address DOcupation Cender Family siatus
Riza Latvian citzen Eiga Dagdas 4-10 F Unmarried
Chashmild,
Vitehzk pr. Latvian cidzen Eiga Dagdas 4-10 M Mammied
Riza Former Russian citizen Riza Dazdas 410 F Unmasried
Riza Former Bnssian citizen Riga Dagdas 4-30 Salesman M Mammied
Koo pr. Former Bussian cifizen Riza Dagdas 430 Housewiie F Mamed
Fiza Latvian citizen Riga Dagdas 410 F Unmuarried
Riza Latvian citizen Riga Cagdas 410 M Singls
Riga Latvian citizen Riga Dagdas 4-10 M Single
Riga Riga Riga Dagdas 4-10 F Mammied
Riga Ripa Dagdas 4-10 F Child
Upper-
Riza Bim Riga Dagdas 410 maksr M Mammied



The next sorting by the address represents a listing of all members of BRESLAV family

Place

of
Family Maiden Father’s Muother” Dateof Place of Citizenship or  reside Oceup  Gen
T name Given name mame 5 NAme hirth hirth place of origin - nee Address ation der Family status
BRESIAYV' BRESLAV Scheina 18762304  Rezskne Latvian citizen Figa  Tumaras 20a-@ Waorker F Mlarriad
BRESLAWV Haim Izik 12091401  Feghitsa Latvian citizen Fiza  Mmkavaz 42-19  Tailor M Single
BRESLAW Esther 19110208 Rig Latvian citizen BEiza Maisallos F Unmarrizd
BRESLAW Haim Maiar Lea 1915 Bim Fim BEiga  Smbu32-13 M Child
BEESLAW Ismel / Aarisl Maier Lea 19102503 Riga Riza Riza  Stabu 38-18 M Child
BRESLAW Mlazar Jase Scholum 12810202 Rim Polotsk Riga  Smbu30-13 M Marrad
BRESLAV Riva 19111810  Rigm Lafvian citizen Stabu 38-18 F Unmarried
BRESLAV Riva /Rebecka  Mefeisr Lea 19111810  FRim Fim Figa  Smabu30-18 F Child
BEESLAV - Scholom Lea 19081907  Riza Riza Riga  Stabu 38-18 M Child
BEESLAV/
BRESLOV DOLGITZER Laa Sammel 12840102 Rim Rim Eiga  Smbu30-13 F Marriad
BRESLAW Scheina 18762304 Rezekne Latvian citizen Riza  Smbu 3017 F Married

MNext sorting by the address shows us all members of the BRESLAV fanuly

Father's Muother's Place of Family
Family name Maiden name  Given name nEme name Date of hirth birth Address Gender  status
BRESLAV Scheina 12810202 Riga Stabu 50-18 M i
BRESLAV
BRESLOV DOLGITZER.  Lea Samuel 128401 0= Rign Stabu 50-18 F Mammied
BRESLAV Haim Meiar Lea 1015 Rig Stabu 52-18 M Chald
BRESLAV Israel / Asmel Meier Lea 191025 03 Riga Sabu 50-18 M Child
BRESLAV Riva 101118 10 Riga Sabu 59-18 F
BRESLAV Riva / Rebecka Meier Lea 10111810 Riga Sabu 50-18 F Child
BRESLAV Scholom  Meer Lea 1008 1907 Rign Stabu 50-18 M Child
BRESLAV Meier Tese Scholum 1831 02 02 Rigza Siabu 59-18 M Mamied

This is evident that Meier’'s wife was Lea, the daughter of Samuel DOLGITZER, born on
April 1, 1884.

The next data sorting by the family name DOLGITZER and the address of Stabu 59-18
demonstrates the following data range:

Citizenship
Maiden Given Father’s or place of

Family name name name name Daye of birth ~ Place of birth  origin Residence Address

DOLGITZER Hirsch Schmuel 1899 (7 08 Biga Vitebsk Riga Stabu 30-18
Latvian

DOLGITZER ELODANS Manika 1900 07 01 Riga citizen Riga Stabu 39-18

DOLGITZER Minna Samuel 18942302 Figa Vitebsk Riga Stabu 59-18
Latvian

DOLGITZER Minna 19121908 Riga citizen Riga Stabu 59-18

Beshinkovichi,
DOLGITZER WEISBEIN Nechama 186103 09 Vitebsk pr. Vitebsk Riga Stabu 59-18
Schmuel /
DOLGITZER Samme] Leiba 18550312 Vitebsk Vitebsk Riga Stabu 59-18

Upon the analysis of available information it may be concluded that DOLGITZER family
head was Schmuel / Sammel, the son of Leiba, born on December 5th, 1855 in Vitebsk.
His wife indeed was DOLGITZER, born WEISBEIN, Nechama, born on September 3rd,
1861 in Beshinkovichi, Vitebsk province.

The search of information by the address of Stabu 59-18 leads to the assumption that
the brother of Nechama was:



WEISBEIN Haim Moschus 1878 05 05 Riga Stabu 59-18 M Single

The examination of the birth records made by Riga Jewish community in 1878 may
result in identification of the names of Haim’s and probably Nechama’s parents.

In conclusion, the information stated above demonstrates the approach of step-by-step
examination of House Registers to combine the data and establish the related
interpersonal links.



