
Do you know who you are?
A demographic and genealogical study may be coming your way!

Thejewish community of Scotland is predominantly of Lithuanian origin, with some minor
adjuncts, such as an influx of some Sephardi merchants in the mid-19th century and the
arrival of a number of German Jews after the Second World War. There was a clear trend of

01C!ted families coming to Scotland within a comparatively short period at the turn of the
iOth century, and this makes it easier to trace these families back to their East European
roots and to identify the routes by which they came here.
Now the International Institute for Jewish Genealogy in jerusalem, headed by
Glasgow-born Dr. Neville Lamdan, has proposed a comprehensive survey of the
demographic and genealogical history of the Jewish community in Scotland, from its
origins in the late 18th century, through its development in the 20th century, until
its slow decline in recent decades. It would utilise, among other things, the extensive
data and resources collected over the past twenty-five years by the Scottish Jewish
Archives Centre and its associated researchers, which include a Historical Database of
over 34,600 Scottish Jews and an Oral History Archive.
The study would bring to throw demographic light how many of the immigrants came
direct to Scotland, how many came migrated from other places within in the British
Isles and how many came with the intention of moving on elsewhere. It would also
examine the dispersal and settlement patterns of those who stayed. From the 1950's,
there was renewed outward migration for various reasons, The survey is likely to show
that the Scottish-Jewish diaspora is as widely dispersed as the non-lewish Scottish
diaspora throughout the world. The genealogical part of the survey would focus
on the family connections between them, as well as the kinship ties that gradually
developed between Scotland's Jews themselves and with their co-religionists in other
centres in the British Isles (and beyond).
Glasgow, being the largest community, would be the starting point of the survey. Since
the development of its institutions is well-documented, the study would look at the elite
groups, such as communal leadership, business dynasties, religious leadership, secular
scholars, and the like, who were the main driving forces behind the emergence of this

ramified institutional structure. Yet
another focus for research would
be the integration of Jews into the
wider community, whilst seeking
to maintain a separate jewish
identity. Later, the survey would
be extended to cover the whole of
Scottish Jewry, from Edinburgh to
towns such as Falkirk, Dundee, and
Aberdeen, and to far-flung places
- Oban and Lerwick, for example.
The outcome of the research
would be unique - the first
countrywide demographical and
genealogical study of a self-
standing Jewish community of
some import. Concentration
on the Scottish community has
advantages because it is bounded
by a reasonable period of time, the
numbers are manageable and most
people's origins are traceable. As a
testimony to Scottish Jewry, the
study would bring together and
hugely advance the pioneering
work already done in this field.
Moreover, it could also serve as
a pilot study for a much more
ambitious study of ~ similar nature
that is being contemplated of the
whole of British Jewry.
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